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CANTIQUE DE NOËL
71. O Holy Night
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Text: after "Minuit, chrétiens" (Midnight, Christians) by a wine merchant and poet, Placide Cappeau (1808–1877). 
English text by John Sullivan Dwight, a Unitarian minister, 1855, after the French
Tune:Adolphe Adam, (1803-1856) 1847.

In Roquemaure, France at the end of the year 1843, the church organ was recently renovated. To celebrate the event, the parish priest 
asked Cappeau, native from this town, to write a Christmas poem, even though the latter never showed an interest in religion, and Cappeau obliged.
Soon after, Adam wrote the music. The song was premiered in Roquemaure in 1847 by the opera singer Emily Laurey.

Arr, particularly the coda ©1998, 2017  Robert M. Mondoy.  All rights reserved.
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