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Kou ÿäina aloha
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Haÿina ÿia mai
CC77 FF

Ana ka puana
            GG77

ÿO Kalaupapa
CC77       FF

ÿÄina aloha

Glorious is Kalaupapa
Glorious is Kalaupapa
Proudly cherished
With the kukui lei
Adorning Lanikäula

Known is the beauty
Of the changing sky
Caressed by misty rain
Kalaupapa, the unsurpassed

Famed is Kalaupapa
Your name is the theme of this song
Heard by everyone
Your beloved land

Tell again
The refrain
Of Kalaupapa,
Beloved land

(Translation by Robert Mondoy)

Pilipo was born in 1939 and raised in Hälawa valley.  Like many Molokaÿi folk, the world beyond
Hälawa called him to many adventures beyond Molokaÿi�s shores, but his heart always remained
in Hälawa.  He returned home as a wizened adult, and currently enjoys his retirement with his
family in the valley. Pilipo is a musician as well, and with my father John Mondoy, Harry Hanakahi,
Sherman Napoleon, and Bertha Adachi played in a Molokaÿi group called Nä Kolohe in the 1970�s. 
They often played for parties, charitable functions, political gatherings, and regularly celebrated New
Year�s with the residents of Kalaupapa. According to Pilipo, John wondered aloud why the group
didn�t have a song about Kalaupapa, and in response Pilipo composed �He Nani Nö Kalaupapa.�
The latter gig sometimes involved them traveling by foot down the Kalaupapa trail.  Pilipo had
befriended many visiting folk; Puakea Nogelmeier and Jason Scott Lee, to name a few, and many a
mainland malihini converted into kamaÿäina in no time at all with his friendship.  His knowledge
about na mea Molokaÿi is fascinating and enriching.  Mahalo piha iä ÿoe, e kuÿu hoa!
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