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I am from Moloka’i. I first visited Kalawao in 1970, and since then have visited many
times, befriended by the community there in ways personally enriching and spiritually
edifying.  As a graduate music student in the late 70's, I frequently pondered, while
at  St. Philomena Church and in my prayer-filled memory, what thoughts and feelings
were held in the hearts of so many of the parishioners there in the 19th century, what
consolation they derived from the Holy Mass, and what thoughts, emotions, sorrows
and hopes they laid upon the sacred altar. When Damien became one with his people
in his physical suffering, what did he and his parishioners encounter, think and feel?
Faith, no matter from what era, carries with it a constant of wonder and joy, something
believers from all places and times can identify with. Kalawao, however, was unique
in its challenges of discovering and affirming God’s love for his people, the least, the
broken, the leper. This concert Missa Brevis explores, in the musical vocabulary of the
20th century, the timeless panorama of faith expressed in liturgy, the Mass. I wanted
so much to reach back into the Sunday liturgy of this long-gone community, and
celebrate, in this musical presentation, profound human emotion transformed by the
even more profound power of prayer and charity. I wished to remember and
commemorate the countless men and women of faith yesterday who are my legacy of
faith today. In joy, we all anticipate, despite the darkest of our feelings, the joy of the
new and heavenly Jerusalem, where all things are made new by a  most-loving God.

Robert M. Mondoy, 2008
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